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NOTES ON THE CAMBRIDGE TEXTS OF 
BEN SIRA. 

The following notes are the result of three days' study 
of the Hebrew fragments in the possession of Prof. Schechter. 
I went very carefully through the MSS.. comparing them with 
the printed text in the Wisdom of Ben Sira, edited by Prof. 
Schechter and Dr. Taylor, and noting every point in which 
there was reason to differ from the reading adopted by the 
editors. The text is, however, so accurately reproduced that 
there is very little to alter in it. and the proposed changes 
are mostly unimportant, or concern passages in which the 
reading must remain a matter of individual opinion. Of 
course, in the short time at my disposal I may have over- 
looked some points, and could not hope to puzzle out many 
of the difficult lines in which the writing has almost entirely 
disappeared. Some differences, which are merely trifling 
or quite uncertain, are omitted from the list. With regard 
to MS. A, it is worth mentioning that, though the writing 
is distinct and usually well-preserved, some letters (3 and 3, 
T and "i, 1 and \ 1 and f) are often hardly distinguishable; 
such alternatives are therefore usually not noted below. 
I have to thank Prof. Schechter very sincerely for his 
courtesy in giving me access to the fragments and affording 
me every facility for my work. 

Chapter v. 4. For p« read pk. 
vi. 7. For pcwa read J'DM3. 
vii. 16. For pwjn read pierirl. 

21. After &B33 there is a hole : a letter may be lost. 

23. For Dr6 read Dr6. 



IIO THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

xii. 5<3. For jn read njn. 

14 marg. For }y read ty; it should be one line 
higher : perhaps a variant for jVtt . 
xiii. 6. For TlSf read T3*. 

26. For rm read W\ 
xiv. 9. For eye read eye. 

13. For nnan read men. 

16 1 . For ''tab (above the line) read 'J3^>; the correc- 
tion is not quite distinct, and so is repeated in the margin. 
1 8 c marg. For ninno read nimts. 

27. For fwroijmai read rroiuyoai. 
xv. 3. For mi-foxm read lnn^anm. 

14. For '3 (over rtWOB) read D) i.e. DIN is to be read 
14. For Dns n read DTK [eighth and iwwod 

ninth word in the line. 

xvi. 23. Read nn[l]a "13J1 nbtt (V) W lb (1) non ; the 1 printed 
above ~ax\ is really tbe tail of the p in pis in the line above. 
24. "b[vo] what is left of the first two letters 
suggests ">b3&. 

xxx. 15 marg. For ntyy read "iSty. 

19 marg. 'bbtib 3D' very doubtful: the remains of 
letters look like ib.b&.b.W. 

19 marg. Of pm» only a i (?) is visible. 
19 marg. For IJIPID read perhaps . J1D». 
23 a. For jib read na (for nna = dmAra of several 
Greek MSS. Cf. Syriac). 

xxxi. 1 marg. J"nan is crossed through. 

10 b. For mNBn read finnan (cf. margin). 
10 d. For yn read nyn. 
xxxii. 1 marg. For 331 read p31 . 

5 1 marg. For Tanj read Tarui 0"ann). 
1 1 1 . For ]T\bw read (?) \rb\& (the w is very doubtful). 
12. The first letter seems to be 3. 
17. For nrnn read mm. 
22 2 marg. For nWD read (tyfmSB. 
xxxv. 10. For bub read ?yi>. 



NOTES ON THE CAMBBIDGE TEXTS OF BEN SIEA III 

i9<l. For onnoBi read oncea 
20 1 . For 1 . . a . . D . , . 3 read *] .... B .... n ... 3. 
xxxvi. 4. For Dn*j£ read orwyb. 
6. For "VIKn read TlNn. 

17 d. For [D]^[wb un]i>K read [d]^[13>] bx (on account 
of the space). 

18 marg. Before "i3lDri there seems to be a n. 

1 8 marg. JB33 very doubtful ; the remains of letters 
look like ,.T\. 

18 marg. 5>3N»» looks like hyo»(1). 
xxxviii. 5 marg. For yffn read pyo. 

10 marg. For nw read (?)~iD!t. 

11. For m[rro] read (?) mi[3]. 

12. After DlpD some letters very indistinct : 
perhaps . N*vn . 

23. For roewo read nanno . 
27. The remains of letters admit of the reading 
[anj]o di['3] n^[i]i» ntw (?)avjn enn ncy ejn. 

1. 8 a. The first two words are written '•BayEfifla (the second 
3 may be t). 

9 be. Read b\K (?)rVJ3n ant ^33; the missing letter 
looks more like B than anything else. 
16 d. For -wr6 read "V3Tr£. 

21. ta Dyn very doubtful : the remains of letters are like 
. bn Dj?a ; perhaps no letter after b. 
24. For onra read diwb. 
li. 4 a. After n3ni>e> read a'OD (tops of letters only re- 
maining). 

20 a 1 . For . . . fibn read htibk (tops of nn only 
remaining). 

20 a 2 . For nrw read TrriK. 

20 a 2 . For H31D3 read perhaps D3. 

20 b, c, d. For . . 3 read . . . p. 

A. Cowlet. 



